Mendham Recreation Committee Minutes: July 9, 2014

In attendance: Bruce DiBisceglie, Kevin Lanahan, Ned Panfile, Brett Raimondo, Joe Murphy & Brett Riamondo.
1. Communications
a. June 11, 2014 Mendham Borough Recreation Committee (MBRC) meeting minutes were approved. 
i. Minutes and agendas posted to Mendham Borough website.
b. Communications received: 
i. Nothing of note.
c. Meetings: 

i. Bruce attended Borough Council mtg on May 19th. 
1. PBA gave a presentation where it was stated that the PBA will be supplying a new scoreboard to one of the Borough Park baseball fields. The PBA will be working with the Borough Engineer, Bruce and Little League.

ii. Bruce met with Liz Smith (St Marks) to secure a location for Day Camp rain dates.

iii. Bruce met with Eileen Davis (Sisters of Christian Charity) to secure a location for Day Camp rain dates.

2. Day Camp Updates:

a. The Day Camp will visit Pastime Bowling Lanes (with a Pastime member on site) and has been running field trips to the Library with K-2 grades. The Police Dept did a great job of providing safe escort across Main St. 

b. Bruce has secured alternate camp locations for rain days. 
i. Bruce contacted Boro/Twp schools, St Joe’s, Hilltop House and the racquet club, but these locations are not an option. 
ii. Bruce & Liz Smith reached an agreement for St. Mark’s usage for our younger campers. The Day Camp will monetarily compensate St. Marks for hours used. The Day Camp will also co-promote the St Mark’s afternoon program to aid with their registration. 
iii. Bruce also worked out an arrangement with Eileen Davis to use the main room at the Quellen Center for our older campers.
c. The Day Camp is at 87% capacity (weeks 3,4,5) and some weeks (6) are already filled. Weeks 1,2,3 are ahead of last year. The biggest decline is during week four. The committee discussed possibilities for any potential decline from record-setting 2013. 
i. It was noted that the Borough has received calls from disgruntled Township residents who are upset over the cancellation of camps because of low registration. It was also noted that St Marks pre-school has been suspended shown a decline in registration. 

ii. One suggestion was that Hurricane Sandy’s effect on the New Jersey Shore reduced travel to the shore and increased numbers at the camp in 2013. 
iii. Ned, Kevin and Brett suggested that the overall decline in population in the Borough (particularly school age) has a residual effect on Camp numbers. 
iv. The Senior Staff will review the appeal of the week four theme (Sweet Science)

v. Overall numbers are still healthy and are on pace with prior years.
d. The committee discussed the feasibility of off-site field trips for Team Mendham (6th graders). Concerns would be transportation and insurance issues. Insurance may be covered under the JIF. Suggestions were: Hike @ Buttermilk Falls, Movies @ Morristown, Aspen Ice, Frisbee golf @ Mount Freedom, Fishing @ Mountain Ave, Paintball, Tour local businesses, Tour Police/Fire/EMT departments. Kevin suggested that, since parents might have to provide transportation, that travel be kept to a 10 minute radius from camp. Brett suggested that this be implemented in 2015.
e. Kevin supplied baseball and football equiptment courtesy of the Pastime Club.
3. 2014 Labor Day Planning:

a. All systems are go. Contracts and invites have all been mailed. A question arose about the value-added with the announcements made from the Phoenix House. Will fact-find and address at the August meeting.
4. Concerts/Movies:

a. The July 6th movie “Turbo” was postponed to July 13th due thunderstorms.
b. The July 9th concert with newcomer, “Larry Stevens Band” was well received, however the attendance was low (approx 90 people). Bruce did a quick exit poll and found that everyone liked the LSB for it’s uniqueness and positive interaction with the younger children.
c. The July 9th movie “Turbo” was postponed to July 17th due to a Sever Thunderstorm Warning.

5. Prior  Business: 

a. none.
6. New Business:   
a. none.
Next Meeting: 7:30pm, Wednesday, August 13th, 2014 at the Phoenix House
