	Take the Plastic Challenge
During summer vacation, collect plastic and non-plastic debris. Tally the amount and types of debris collected on the sheet provided. Write the debris location, i.e. 12th St. beach, Beach Haven, NJ.  Properly dispose the collected debris. E-mail your results by Labor Day to:     mendhamboro.ec@gmail.com
 We will tally and post the results.                                             
[image: Like Rise Above Plastics on Facebook][image: logo]
Ocean Today. Watch. Explore. Discover

	
	
		

	· *The amount of plastic produced from 2000 - 2010 exceeds the amount produced during the entire last century.[1]
· *Plastic is the most common type of marine litter worldwide.[2]
· *An estimated 100,000 marine mammals and up to 1 million sea birds die every year after ingesting or being tangled in plastic marine litter.[3]
· Up to 80% of the plastic in our oceans comes from land-based sources.[4]
· *Plastics comprise up to 90% of floating marine debris.[5]
· *In 2009 about 3.8 million tons of waste plastic "bags, sacks and wraps" were generated in the United States, but only 9.4% of this total was recycled.[6]
· *Plastics do not biodegrade, but instead break down into small particles that persist in the ocean, absorb toxins, and enter our food chain through fish, sea birds and other marine life.[7]
· *Plastic bags are problematic in the litter stream because they float easily in the air and water, traveling long distances and never fully breaking down in water.
· *Cleanup of plastic bags is costly. *California spends $25 million annually to landfill discarded plastic bags, and public agencies spend more than $300 million annually in litter cleanup.[8]
· [9]
RAP on the Web
Rise Above Plastics (RAP) likes to stay connected with our supporters as much as possible and we welcome your feedback and ideas.  Here are some of the main places you can find more info and stay connected:
Learn more about Rise Above Plastics on the Coastal Blog, and Beachapedia.
Connect with RAP at facebook.com/riseaboveplastic , twitter.com/riseaboveplstcs and ourPlastics Fail page.




	
	
		
	

	PLASTIC BEACH PROJECT
	REMOVE PLASTIC POLLUTION FROM OUR BEACHES And participate in beach research to analyze plastic pollution
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Plastic fragments

Food wrappers

Beverage bottles

Other jugs or containers

Bottle or container caps

Cigar tips

Cigarettes

Disposable cigarette lighters

6-pack rings

Bags

Plastic rope/small net pieces

Buoys & floats

Fishing lures & line

Cups (including
polystyrene/foamed plastic)

Plastic utensils

Straws

Balloons

Personal care products

Other:

Aluminum/tin cans

Aerosol cans

Metal fragments

Other:

Beverage bottles

GLASS

Jars

Glass fragments

Other:
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