


[image: ]Electronics Recycling Evolves – Beginning in 2011, New Jersey’s new Electronics Recycling Act (“Act”) takes effect, which will impact how residents recycle and/or discard their used consumer electronics.  According to the Act, starting in 2011 certain electronic items will be banned from being disposed of in the garbage and will be mandated to be recycled.  The electronic items that are covered by the Act include televisions; portable, desktop or personal computers; and computer monitors.  Manufacturers of these items are required to provide and pay for recycling programs for these covered electronics, beginning in 2011.
 
As manufacturers begin to rollout their programs t o recycle these covered electronics in 2011, residents will be afforded additional opportunities to recycle them as the local collection infrastructure develops and matures.  The Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority (MCMUA) has provided drop-off programs for these items in the past and anticipates continuing to run these programs like it has done in the past well into the future.  The major difference is that the MCMUA will no longer need to charge residents for this service, as the costs of electronics recycling programs are to be borne by the electronics manufacturers and not the residents recycling these items.  Additionally, the MCMUA anticipates also accepting the remaining     non-covered electronics as part of its program, in addition to those items covered by the Act.  
 
The MCMUA envisions 2011 as being a transitional year from the old programs paid for and run by the MCMUA and participating municipalities, to programs being paid for and run by electronics manufacturers.  By the end of 2011 the MCMUA expects electronics recycling to be available on a much more frequent and convenient basis than was available in the past, but until those manufacturer programs are established, residents should continue to use municipal and MCMUA programs for the recycling or used consumer electronics.  See the MCMUA Website at http://MCMUA.com for more information on the programs provided by the MCMUA and to follow the evolution of electronics recycling in Morris County.
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